. The mean values and standard deviations of the wet weights of the thymus and spleen of beagles, one day to 6 months of age. laboratory animal and as a patient in immunological research and immunotherapy. Except for the weight of the thymus of dogs 6 months of age or older (Newman, 1971) , however, the literature dealing with normal biological measurements of lymphoid organs is sparse (Miller, 1968) . During our haematological and immunological studies of dogs (Chandler & Yang, 1981a,b; Harding & Yang, 1981; Trail & Yang, 1982) , we felt the need of such information and thus recorded the weight of lymphoid organs of the normal control dogs used in our experiments. In this communication we report on the weights of the thymus and spleen, and prescapular, popliteal, and mesenteric lymph nodes and their organ: body weight ratios of normal beagles.
Summary
Although dogs, especially beagles, are used extensivelyin biological and clinical investigations, the literature dealing with normal biological measurements of their lymphoid organs is scanty. This study was undertaken to provide the information on the weight of lymphoid organs of beagles. The thymus, spleen, and prescapular, popliteal, and mesenteric lymph nodes of 95 normal beagle dogs, from one day to 11 months of age, were weighed and compared with body weights.
The weight of the thymus and spleen increased drastically at and after 2 months of age, although the organ: body weight ratios remained the same at 2 months of age and decreased afterward. Similar increases in the weight of the mesenteric lymph node complex, but with an increase in the organ: body weight ratio, occurred also at and after 2 months of age, reflecting the importance of the gut-associated lymphoid organs after weaning. The increases in the size of the cutaneous nodes, prescapular and popliteal, were less pronounced and their organ: body weight ratios remained the same from birth through 11 months of age.
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Dogs are widely used in biomedical and veterinary clinical investigations. In recent years, the dog has become increasingly more important as a Inc., Kalamazoo, Michigan, in 1974 , 1976 , and 1977 . They were fed twice a day with Calo (Calo Pet Food, Inc., Allentown, Pennsylvania) or Purina Field-'n-Farm Dog Meal (Ralston-Purina, St. Louis, Missouri), and cared for according to standard laboratory animal management procedures, e.g. water ad libitum, air conditioning, controlled light cycle, daily changes of bedding, and routine faecal examinations for parasites.
They were killed between 0730 and 0900 h, before the morning feeding at 0900-1000 h. Only animals which were grossly normal were included in this study. They were weighed to the nearest 0·001 kg for pups less than one month of age and to o· 01 kg for older pups. After intravenous injection of T-61 (National Laboratories Corp., Somerville, f""'I----00000 6
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:1 66666':"':" --N -----("'\1-00016666666 two, occasionally three to five, mesenteric nodes.
In compiling the results, both sexes were tabulated together because there were no obvious sex differences for the dogs 11 months or younger. Groups were established on the basis of age and the relationship of body weight to organ weight was compared using the ratio of organ weight to body weight.
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This study was supported in part by a research grant from the Collie Club of America, and funds for Research on Canine Diseases provided by the 1963 Connecticut State Legislature. Figure I and Table 1 show the weight of the thymus and spleen of normal beagles, from one day to 11 months of age. The weight of both organs increased drastically at and after· 2 months of age, although the organ: body weight ratios remained the same at 2 months of age and decreased afterwards. A similar increase in the weight of the mesenteric lymph node complex, but with an increase in organ: body weight ratio as well, occurred at and after 2 months of age (Fig. 2 , Table 2 ). This may reflect the importance of gut-associated lymphoid tissue as one of the primary sites of active participation of immunologically competent cells in response to exogenous antigens (Schwander et al., 1980) after weaning. In contrast, the increases in the size of the cutaneous nodes, such as the prescapular and popliteal lymph nodes, were less pronounced and the organ: body weight ratios remained the same to 11 months of age (Table 2) . No significant differences In the lymph organs were found between the sexes of the age groups studied but work is currently in progress to record and compare similar parameters between male and female dogs, 6 months of age and older.
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